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Make sure it’s right for you 

 

My number one tip when deciding what degree is right for you is attend open days and 
look for yourself. Gain an insight and get a feel for that course. Ask yourself questions 
like, what do you want to develop over the years during your degree? What would you 
like to achieve by the end of the degree? The answer to these questions will develop 
over time and hopefully the course you decide on should allow for your own personal 
growth and development across the 3 years.   
 
Know why you’re applying 
 

When I applied for a dance degree, I wanted to gain insight into what it was like in the 
professional industry of dance. It was important to me that my degree offered this 
through modules so when graduating it didn’t feel like I was being thrown into the deep 
end. I’ve heard many professionals say it is challenging to just be a performer and 
nothing else; choreography and teaching will more than likely become a part of your job 
description when making a career in the dance industry. I wanted to make sure that I 
had real life experience with all of the aspects that come with being a dance artist. I felt 
like I'd be setting myself up for failure when I graduate if I didn’t develop skills in 
teaching and choreography as I knew it would be essential. I knew that UCLanDance 
was right for me because the additional teaching strand on the course and the 
opportunity to experience teaching in secondary and primary settings offered that 
additional employability and experience. 
 
Technique Classes 
 

The technical training is so important, as dancers our body is our instrument. Compare 
how many contact hours of training you will get. Ask yourself what is too much? What is 
too little? How much spare time will you have for rehearsals, work and social 
life? Again, what do you want out of a dance degree? 
 
What else is going on? 
 

 Make the most out of your training. Research what dance companies are near your 
chosen place of study, are there extra opportunities that they offer that spike your 
interest? This can really add to your training experience, do they have any partnerships 
with local dance companies that you are guaranteed to work with whilst on the course? 
How do they work with the communities around them? At UCLanDance I gained so 
many more performance opportunities because of the connections they have with local 
dance artist. This has now helped me gain professional work opportunities, I’ve learnt 
that everything leads to something valuable for my career. 



 
 
 
Trust your gut 

 

Believe in what you choose. It’s helpful to know what you don’t want as well as what 
you do, even if it turns out the place you decided to go to is not for you, that’s ok – just 
go all in and make sure you have fun! 
 


